I. 

Introductorg. 

The Kond, literally the mountaineers, received their 
name from the Telugu word Konda, the hill wherefore 
other spellings are wrong. This tribe belongs to the 
Dravidians and claims its origin from Pandu the great 
king of the Konds. They were formerly living from the 
Delta of Orissa to the North-west of Jeypore, inhabiting 
Kalahandi and Ganjam as well as down the plains of 
Vizagapatam District. 

They are living both, in the Calcutta and Madras 
Presidencies. The Rajah of Palkonda is considered the 
head of the southern part of this tribe. In former times 
they cultivated the whole of the plains, but were then 
gradually pushed backwards by the advancing Aryans. 
The great majority is at present living upon the hills, and 
as they talk another language, which none of the Telugus 
or Ooriyas understand, and as there exist many strange 
and rude customs between them, they are regarded as a 
semi-civilized and rude race. 

There exists a great difference between the cha- 
racters of the Konds and the Telugus. The Telugu is a 
man, who stands his place even when left alone. The 
Kond counts only as a member of his tribe. The Telugu 
is not so much afraid of intrigues of men, but fears wild 
beasts most. The Kond does not fear wild beasts, but 
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fears ipost of all the intrigues of men. The Telugu longs 
to have every day more than he had the previous day, 
and stretches his arms out wide to gain more and more 
influence and riches, he is an active never content man. 
The Kond is quite satisfied, Avhen he has enough for 
himself, he does not think further than his own family 
or village and is content, if nobody disturbs him, on his 
small property. On the whole, the Kond lives a simpler 
and more upright life than the Telugu does. He is s till 
more conservative than the Telugu. The Telugu is a 
bright, brisk man, the Kond an emblem of stupidity arid 
childish silliness. 

The Hauta or Nayudu of a village has great influence 
and power. He rules his village as a father. All village 
questions and even family matters come before him for 
settlement. 

The wife of a Kond is generally older than her 
husband and acquires a great influence over him. 

The so-called Meriahs, human sacrifices, were very 
common among them and the destruction of new-born 
infants was a custom, which has still to die out. 

The big tribe of Konds is divided into five different 
classes. They claim their descent from one ancestor, the 
great Pandu, who had five sons. Each caste recognizes 
one of these sons. 
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1. Mukhadora, the highest caste. 

2. Mannidora. 

3. Kondadora. 

4. Jatapudora or Poroja, or Kodulu or Kuvi. 

5. Gadaba. 

The two first castes have lost their original language 
as they amalgamated with the Telugus, but each of the 
three last castes has its own language. The largest tribe 
is that of the Jatapudoras. This tribe has its own very 
fine Kuvi language, which is almost unknown to any 
European or educated Indian. 

This tribe numbers according to the last census of the 
Vizagapatam District 66,000 inhabitants. Besides this, 
there may be counted ^^th of the whole Jeypore population 
to this tribe according to W. Francis' Gazetteer. Besides 
this there is a large portion of the inhabitants of Kala- 
handi belonging to this tribe and least, not last, the whole 
Kui talking population in the Orissa Delta and Bengal, 
so that the number of all Kuvi or Kui talking men is 
well worthy of notice. 

There are two dialects, called Kuvi and Kui, the 
first is spoken more to the west and south-west, the latter 
more in the north-eastern part of the country. As my 
remarks about the Kuvi and Kui language clearly show, 
they are only two dialects of a very rich fine language, 
which deserves the notice and study of Europeans and 
Indians. 

Schulze, Rev. F. V. P. 1911. Grammar of the Kuvi 
Language. Madras: Graves, Cookson & Co. 



